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Amrita Kapur, WILPF Secretary-

General
WILPF is delighted to announce that Dr Amrita
Kapur is our new Secretary-General.

Photo: Dr Amrita Kapur

Amrita has over 18 years of experience in justice,
security, and peacebuilding, and is a gender expert
specialising in conflict-affected contexts. As a

domestic and international lawyer, Dr Kapur has
spent 15 years providing strategic, operational and
policy-driven expertise, along with research and
capacity-building support. She has worked with
international organisations, governments and civil
society entities — most recently UNRWA —in more
than 20 countries and has deep experience in the
MENA region, spanning Yemen, Libya, Palestine,
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria; and Ukraine.

“It is a privilege to have the chance to contribute to
WILPF at this challenging time, where feminist
advocacy is needed more than ever to challenge
the root causes of violence with a transformative
vision for peace”, Amrita says.

Pauline Tangiora PhD

An honorary doctorate was conferred on Pauline
Tangiora (Ngati Rongomaiwahine and Ngati
Kahungunu) on the 13 February 2025 by Dr Rama
Mani and Professor Alexander Schieffer, Co-
Founders and Directors of the One Home for
Humanity UnivEARTHSsity, based in France.

On Friday 28 February there was an international
video link meeting based in Sydney to celebrate the
award. It was led by an Aboriginal pastor
representing the Gadigal people, a clan of the Eora
nation, which is made up of 29 clan groups of the
Sydney metropolitan area.

The award was conferred online by Dr Youssef
Mahmoud, a former UN Under Secretary General.
Among those attending the online award was
Aotearoa WILPF member Dr Kate Dewes. Also
attending was Maui Solomon (Moriori), who said
that Pauline’s Rongomaiwahine ancestress would
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be immensely proud of her. Maui Solomon had
recently been awarded one of the World Futures
Council policy awards in recognition of the Moriori
philosophy, entitled Nunuku’s Law which is a
covenant of non-violence and peace.

The university’s inaugural PhD, the Planetary
Healing Diploma, was conferred “in recognition of
Pauline’s work at home and out to the world and
her understanding and knowledge of indigenous
issues and work in facilitating understanding and
peace at home, in cities and communities
throughout the world,” her son Pierre said.

Photo: courtesy Pauline Tangiora

“Mama has accepted this honour in her usual
humble, way acknowledging the gifts and
understanding she has had and been given by all
who humbly shared their respective understanding
and insights with her. She considered it a great
privilege and responsibility to hold, share, and use
this knowledge with all who ask it of her.”

One Home for Humanity UniverEARTHsity was
initiated by the Home for Humanity movement, to
build a regenerative future for all life on Earth. A
Planetary Collaborative of global Civil Society
Organisations is also partnering in the One Home
Journey, 2024-2030, a seven-year collective future-
building expedition to all 195 countries of the world
which aims to transform a divided world into a
united home for humanity and the diversity of life

on planet earth. Celine Kearney

WILPF Aotearoa annual report

Section president, Suzanne Loughlin presented a
report on our activities in 2024 at the Section AGM
held in March.

The 2024/25 year has been a busy one for the
WILPF Aotearoa Section. Many thanks to all those
who have filled various roles on the Section
executive committee and internationally on our
behalf: Pauline Tangiora, Megan Hutching, Celine
Kearney, Edwina Hughes, Prue Stringer, Barry Lee
and Del Abcede. Thanks also to those who have
supported branch activities in Tamaki Makaurau,
Poneke, and Otautahi.

Since our AGM on 9 March 2024, the Section has
written numerous letters condemning the genocide
in Gaza and the steep rise in settler violence
against the Palestinian people in the occupied West
Bank since October 2023. WILPF has also called for
a halt to armed violence around the world and for
humanitarian assistance for the hundreds of
thousands of people, women and children
especially, affected by armed conflict. Although our
letters are addressed to both Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon and the Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Winston
Peters, we have received very few replies — and
none of any substance.

In addition, the Section has responded to the raft of
legislative proposals introduced by the coalition
government including: the Treaty Principles Bill, the
Regulatory Standards Bill; the Oranga Tamariki
(Responding to Serious Youth Offending)
Amendment Bill which would see the introduction
of a military-style academy programme in youth
justice residences, the extension of the use of force
to third party providers and the use of seclusion, a
practice that is tantamount to torture. WILPF
opposed the possible changes reducing regulations
around gun control and registration (which is based
on claims that the current system is too onerous for
gun owners). Sound gun regulation has been shown
as the most effective means of reducing firearms-
related deaths. We advocated for Maori Wards on
local Councils, for the status quo re arming New
Zealand Police, and against proposed changes to
the Crimes (Countering Foreign Interference)
Amendment Bill because of the risk it posed to
criminalising dissent.

Letters and submissions are circulated and posted
on the website, and members encouraged to make
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personal submissions and/or write to their own
Member of Parliament and Ministers, and
encourage others to do the same.

In addition to letter writing, many members from
across the motu have been very active in protesting
the Israeli genocide of Palestinians in Gaza and the
increase in settler violence in the occupied West
Bank. Many members demonstrated their support
for Toitu Te Tiriti through participation in the hikoi,
recognising the links with other peoples’ suffering
of the ongoing effects of colonisation around the
globe.

WILPF members continue to fill valuable
coordination roles with other organisations. Megan
Hutching: National Council for Women NZ, Irene
Johnston: Gun Control NZ, Edwina Hughes: New
Zealand Cluster Munitions Coalition/Campaign
Against Landmines, ICAN Aotearoa, Aotearoa NZ
Campaign to Stop Killer Robots; Claire and Linley
Gregory: Peace Movement Aotearoa; Nola Smith:
Human Rights Network Auckland; Kate Dewes,
Lucy Stewart, Angela Woodward & Prue Stringer:
the Disarmament & Security Centre. | have followed
the agenda for meetings of the Ministry for
Women'’s International Women’s Caucus but been
remiss in participation. Many thanks to all those
who take the time to attend and report back.

Internally, the Section executive committee has
focused on updating the constitution to meet the
requirements of the Incorporated Societies Act,
2022. This has taken extensive time and effort and
we owe a huge vote of thanks to Megan. A Special
General Meeting was held on 15 February 2025 to
look at feedback on a draft circulated in advance to
allmembers. It is anticipated that feedback will be
incorporated for consideration at the 2025 Annual
General Meeting and a formal decision taken on re-
registration.

The three Section Newsletters produced this year
were circulated to members and posted on the
website.

The website ‘refresh’ has made joining WILPF easier
as is attested by three new members in late 2024. It
also streamlines the collection of the membership
data that WILPF is required to hold under the new
Incorporated Societies Act.

Last year at the AGM Susan Healy spoke to us
about the proposed Treaty Principles Bill and the

threat it posed most directly to Maori but also to all
of us who call for government to respect Aotearoa
New Zealand’s founding document. This year we
have the pleasure of welcoming Avril Bell who will
speak to us about how tangata Tiriti can actively
engage in realising that vision.

In the coming year, in the context of ongoing threats
to the provision of public services and
government’s facilitation of private profit-taking, it
looks as though even greater efforts will be
required. | invite you to join us and to expand our
reach by supporting our efforts.

Suzanne Loughlin

President, WILPF Aotearoa Section

Other reports presented at the 2025 Section AGM
can be read here.

-

4 Peace and
Freedom

WIILPF Otautahi members at an International Women’s Day
event, March 2025. Photo: courtesy Prue Stringer

YWILPF Asia-Pacific region

Young WILPF (YWILPF) has regional liaisons for
Africa, the Americas, South Asia, Asia Pacific and
Europe. Australian-based Ebonie Kabalya is the
regional liaison for the Asia Pacific area.
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Ebonie

Young WILPF Regional Liaisons collaborate closely
with WILPF Regional Representatives to strengthen
young WILPF engagement at the regional level.

Regional Liaisons deliver information, updates and
opportunities to Young WILPFers in their region;
connect & convene Young WILPFers at the regional
level; mobilise Young WILPFers in their region to
participate in YWILPF or WILPF actions/strategies;
represent a point of contact for new membersin
their region (support onboarding new members).
Working groups include: gender equality and
education; youth peace and security; disarmament
and demilitarisation.

Contact: youngwilpf@wilpf.org

WILPF Asia-Pacific region news

The three member- sections of WILPF ‘s Asia Pacific
Regional network met three times in 2024, on
Zoom. Representatives of WILPF Aotearoa,
Australia and Japan met in February, May and
September, ably led by Ludmilla Kwitko, who is the
Regional Representative for WILPF’s Asia Pacific
Region on the International Board. Issues for
discussion over the year have included shared
concerns about increased military alliances in the
Pacific, also the political consequences of
challenges to the indigenous peoples of Australia
and Aotearoa. For the Japanese women the spilling
of irradiated water into the north Pacific from the
damaged Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear power plant is
an ongoing concern. They are involved in an active
ongoing monitoring and testing programme.
Australian WILPF is active around the Women
Peace and Security (WPS) focus and again ably led
by Ludmilla, in the Committee on the Status for
Women (CSW). Ludmilla attended conferences in
Asia preparing for the Beijing+30 meeting, and the
CSW New York meetings, early 2025. Aotearoa

WILPF has been following a lack lustre attempt by
our government to further the WPS agenda.

Each of the three sections is facing the challenge of
aging membership, though there are green shoots
of interest by younger women as a consequence of
the development of YWILPf regional liaisons. Our
Asia Pacific YWILPF liaison is Australian-based
Ebonie Kibalya (see above). Aotearoa WILPF is in
the process of drafting a new constitution and
Australia WILPF is in the process of restructuring
the organisation from branches to interest groups.
Celine’s focus is engaging with activists and
networks in our region, including the Australian
based Peaceful Pacific Network and Peace
Movement Aotearoa. She is currently trying to
contact nuclear justice advocate in Ma’ohi
Nui/French Polynesia, Hinamoeura Morgant-Cross
(See separate story in this newsletter).

Celine Kearney

Alternate Representative for the Asia Pacific Region on
WILPF’s International Board

Exhibition
WILPF Tamaki Makaurau member, Del Abcede
reports on an exhibition to be held in Auckland:

Nuclear Free Pacific Exhibition: Legends of the
NFIP 1975-1995

This event will run from the 10-18 July and will be
held at the Ellen Melville Centre in central
Auckland. The intent of this kaupapa is to share the
histories of this tumultuous period of Pacific
geopolitical history, which is as relevant today as it
was 50 years ago. It’s important to have these
public outreach opportunities that educate, build
awareness and promote peace, particularly
indigenous peace. July 10 marks the 40th
anniversary of the Bombing of the Rainbow Warrior
in the Port of Auckland.

Other community groups partnering with Asia
Pacific Media Network (APMN) in this project are:
Women'’s International League for Peace and
Freedom (WILPF), Pax Christi Aotearoa, Fiji Centre
and Whanau Community Centre and Hub.

A core group was organised to collect the
ephemera, collate, mount and curate. Some of the
photographs have been printed in large copy, high
resolution with the help of some funding provided
by the Quakers. However, we still need funding for
professional mounting (in foam boards), printing
title wall transfers of the captions and other related
expenses.
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As partners in this project, we are appealing from
everyone to share whatever materials you have —
badges, posters, pictures, artwork, T-shirts, hats,
scarves, anything at all that relate to/something to
do with Nuclear Free Pacific which is our theme.

Contact Del if you have any material that you think
might be useful for the exhibition.

Maohi Nui campaigner tackles French

nuclear test legacy
Reprinted from asiapacificreport.nz
By Te Aniwaniwa Paterson of Te Ao Maori News

Over 30 years the French government tested 193
nuclear weapons in Maohi Nui and today
Indigenous peoples still suffer the impacts through
intergenerational cancers.

In 1975, France stopped atmospheric tests and
moved to underground testing.

Hinamoeura Morgant-Cross was eight years old
when the French nuclear tests at Moruroa and
Fangataufa stopped in 1996.

“After poisoning us for 30 years, after using us as
guinea pigs for 30 years, France condemned us to
pay for all the cost of those cancers,” Morgant-
Cross said.
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Hinemoeura Morgant—Crés Photo: Te Ao Maori News

She is a mother of two boys and married to another
Maohi in Mataiea, Tahiti, and says her biggest worry
is what will be left for the next generation.

As a politician in the French Polynesian Assembly
she sponsored a unanimously supported resolution
in September 2023 supporting the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).

It called on France to join the treaty, as one of the
original five global nuclear powers and one of the
nuclear nine possessors of nuclear weapons today.
As a survivor of nuclear testing, Morgant-Cross has
worked with hibakusha, which is the term used to
describe the survivors of the US atomic bombs in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, in 1945.

Together, as living examples of the consequences,
they are trying to push governments to demilitarise
and end the possession of nuclear arsenals.

More here
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